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It's often said that one can gauge the forward momentum of a country by the scale and ambition of its tech exhibitions.
If the inaugural Cyber Digital Services Defence & Security Asia (CyberDSA) 2023 is any indication, Malaysia is not only
rapidly emerging, but positioning itself to become a prominent digital corridor within Southeast Asia

In the midst of the bustling Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, with
the electrifying backdrop of state-of-the-art digital innovations, the
event painted a clear portrait: Malaysia is more than ready to dance
on the world stage. Minister of Communications and Digital, YB
Ahmad Fahmi bin Mohamed Fadzil, gracing the occasion, offered an
insightful wvision that captures the nation's drive. His words
resonated with the energy of a country hurtling toward digital
supremacy, determined to outpace its own expectations.
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The whispers in the air are not just of the nation's burgeoning tech COMMUNICATIONS AND DIGITAL

advancements; there's a renewed focus on the impending

improvement of the Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA). With this, g‘,
Malaysia is poised not only to champion technology but to
safeguard its digital citizens in the relentless wave of the future.

The Digital Vanguard of Southeast Asia

Securing the Cyberspace, One Collaboration at a Time

Behind the gleaming screens and cutting-edge tech exhibits lies the
essence of CyberDSA: "Advancing Digitalisation and Security
Through Collaboration.” It's a testament to Malaysia's belief that the
path forward isn't just treaded by solitary entities but by collective
hands joining forces. As YB Fahmi Fadzil, Minister of Communications and Digital, aptly remarked, "The cybersecurity
landscape has witnessed a surge in increasingly sophisticated and persistent threats... no single entity, nor state can
tackle this challenge alone.” There's a universal nod here; collaboration isn't just the key, it's the future.
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A Digital Mosaic: Expertise, Innovation, and a Whole Lot of Byte

Organised by Aerosea Exhibitions Sdn. Bhd., with hearty endorsements from CyberSecurity Malaysia and the Malaysian
Armed Forces, CyberDSA offers a tantalising menu for tech aficionados. Over 100 exhibitors offer a deep dive into
realms like Al, blockchain, cloud computing, and even the nuanced intricacies of land & cellular network security.

Tan Sri Asmat Kamaludin, Chairman of Aerosea Exhibitions, seemed to channel the spirit of the expo when he said,
"Our vision is to create a transformative platform that fosters collaboration, innovation, and knowledge exchange...
paving the way for a more secure digital future." A lofty goal, but with the diverse range of topics and experts at hand,
it's hard to doubt its realisation.

Concurrent Chronicles: Beyond Just an Exhibition

Running in parallel to CyberDSA are two significant events, Siber Siaga and CSM-ACE. From recognising the luminaries
of cybersecurity at the annual CyberSecurity Malaysia Awards to Malaysia's earnest journey towards cyber sovereignty,
these events are doing more than just riding the digital wave. They're shaping it. Siber Siaga, a manifestation of
Malaysia's Defence Cyber & Electromagnetic Division, underscores the importance of multifaceted collaboration,
engaging industry players, universities, cyber practitioners, and even the public.

But it doesn't stop at national shores. CyberDSA's spotlight goes global, facilitating dialogues with over 100
international cybersecurity leaders. Notable mentions include Interpols eighth Digital Forensics Expert Group (DFEG)
meeting and the Asean Cyber Defence Network committee roundtable. With such a diverse choir of voices, the global
cybersecurity hymn seems to be in tune.

"Digi-Defence”: Malaysia's Answer to the Digital Wild West

General Tan Sri Dato’ Sri (Dr.) Haji Zulkifeli Bin Mohd Zin (Retired), Chairman of CyberSecurity Malaysia, put the stakes
into perspective. "We are keenly aware of the rising cyber threats, posing significant risks to valuable information and
national security... CyberDSA's primary goal is to unite decision-makers from governments and private sectors...
CyberDSA plays a vital role in strengthening our cybersecurity and ensuring digital border safety.”

A Brighter Digital Horizon: Malaysia's Moment

As CyberDSA 2023 unfolds, it's clear that this isn't just an event — it's a moment. A moment where Malaysia stands
poised at the crossroads of the digital era, not as a mere observer but as a pioneering leader.

This exposition serves not just as a showcase of cutting-edge technological wonders, but as a testament to a nation's
resolve. Every keynote, discussion, and even informal chat at CyberDSA reiterates Malaysia's ambition: To create a
world where technology empowers, protects, and propels.

The buzzwords might be blockchain, Al, and cybersecurity, but the underlying theme is collaboration. Malaysia is not
looking to tread the digital path alone but seeks to form a web of connections, harnessing collective intelligence from
governments, businesses, academia, and civil society.

In a world where headlines often speak of cyber threats and digital espionage, Malaysia shines a light on the positives:
The potential of partnerships, the strength in unity, and the promise of a brighter, more secure digital future. The
message is clear: In the vast expanse of the digital universe, Malaysia is emerging as a prominent presence rather
than just a solitary star, akin to a guiding constellation.
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